A FALL A-FAER!

Welcome! This year again promises to be a great conference with lots of information for you to take back home.  AER has been very active in 2008, and the international conference proved to inspire the profession. It is our hope that this conference will inspire you!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2008
10:30 - 1:30
Registration

1:30 – 3:00
General Session


Room: Royal Palm Ballroom

Announcements, Introduction of Keynote Speaker



Jennifer Hadsell, President

Florida Association for Education and Rehabilitation of
 the Blind and Visually Impaired
Scholarship Announcement

Barbara Grill

Scholarship Chair

Florida Council of the Blind, Inc. and Florida Council of Citizens with Low Vision

Keynote Presentation



“Damaged Goods”




Cody Colchada 

World Champion Deaf-Blind Power Lifter
3:00 – 3:15
Break

3:15 – 4:45
Concurrent Sessions


Room: Royal Palm I
A Comprehensive Medical Approach to Working with Adults

Nancy Kirk, M.D.
Chief of Ophthalmology
James A. Haley Veterans Hospital

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2008 (continued)

Susan Payne, OD
Optometrist

James A. Haley Veterans Hospital

Carol Robinson, CVRT
Blind Rehabilitation Outpatient Specialist

James A. Haley Veterans Hospital

Charles Nieberding, MSW
Visual Impairment Service Team Coordinator
James A. Haley Veterans Hospital

This presentation will discuss how the VA team of an ophthalmologist, an optometrist specializing in low vision, a blind rehabilitation outpatient specialist and a visual impairment service team coordinator all work together to provide quality services to veterans in their home town.  Participants will also have the opportunity to ask the doctors questions pertaining to eye diseases and treatment.



Room: Royal Palm II
 I Did It!



Mariann Witengier



Youth Services Instructor




Lighthouse Central Florida

Ginger Lancaster, CVRT
Youth Services Supervisor

The “I DID IT” pin program takes the responsibility of acquiring skills from the instructor to the children.  This program identifies incentives to demonstrate skill and concept mastery through real life activities.  An additional focus includes providing service and support to the community while learning and practicing concepts and skills.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2008 (continued)
Room: Royal Palm IV
Audibles!  What’s the Buzz?
Michael B. McCarthy




Division Director, Traffic Services 

Hillsborough County

Buz Barbour

Manager, Traffic Services

Hillsborough County

Lucas Frank

Field Orientation and Mobility Instructor

The Seeing Eye
This presentation will include a discussion about the increasing use of audibles by local communities.  One county will present their new plan for installing audibles throughout the community.  Then an orientation and mobility specialist and leading expert in teaching safe travel skills with the use of audibles will share techniques and lessons learned. 

Room: Royal Palm V


The ABC’s of Successful Living



Cody Colchada. 

World Champion Deaf-Blind Power Lifter
Cody will present some of his ABC’s to success that has served him well in life.  Some of these include:  A is for Attitude, B is for Believe, C is for Confidence.  Cody has Usher Syndrome and shares some of his experiences developing goals and strategies for successful living.
Enjoy your evening and rest up for a jam packed day tomorrow!
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008
8:00 – 3:00
Registration

8:30 – 7:00
EXHIBITS


Room: Royal Palm Ballroom
9:00 – 10:15
Concurrent Sessions


Room: Royal Palm I
Help!  We are Stressed!
Sylvia Perez



Executive Director 

Lighthouse for the Visually Impaired and Blind
This presentation will provide an overview of the emotional, social and physical stressors that both program participants (those we serve) and we the professionals experience in the field of vision rehabilitation.  The presentation will offer some practical and realistic information and strategies for dealing with the stress and helping your clients deal with it in training sessions.  It will be fun and full of humor!  

Room: Royal Palm II
Getting Up To Date with the State!
Dawn Saunders

Program Specialist

Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services
Department of Education

This session will include information about the revised Florida State Board of Education Rule regarding programs for students with visual impairments, IDEA 2004, and the status of Florida’s implementation of the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS).  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 (continued)
Room: Royal Palm IV
It’s a Breeze! The Talking GPS.
Sam Adler
Trekker Product and Marketing Specialist



HumanWare

HumanWare will present a new orientation aid.  The new Trekker Breeze allows a much wider proportion of the visually impaired population to enjoy the benefits of GPS tools.  It provides the same basic benefits through a much easier operation and set of features adapted to local travel conditions.  This device addresses a non technical audience and is for persons looking for a basic navigation system to use in their day to day routes and travel in local environments.

Room: Royal Palm V 
Technology for Students who are Deaf-Blind with Multiple Disabilities
Shelly Voelker, M.Ed., Ed.S 

Family Specialist
Florida Outreach Project for Children and Young Adults who are Deaf-Blind
Attendees will see examples of electronic and computer technologies being applied to meet a variety of visual and other needs, for a variety of purposes, in a variety of circumstances/settings.  They will have an opportunity to pose individualized, case specific questions.  Attendees will 
experience elements of the technology decision making process and see options for problem solving. 
10:15 – 10:30 Break
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 (continued)
10:30 – 12:00 Concurrent Sessions

Room: Royal Palm I
The Guiding Principles of Business Partnerships
Al Farias, MS, MSBA, CRC

Program Consultant

Division of Blind Services
Marie Simpson, MS, CRC
District Administrator

Division of Blind Services

Florida Blind Services is using a model for building partnerships that involves the creative use of networking, technology and business mentoring.  This model has been proven effective in the job placement of people who are visually impaired and blind.  Best practices from this model will be discussed and analyzed for replication.
Room: Royal Palm II
     New Challenges!  Assessing Vision of Infants and Children with and without special needs including cortical /cerebral vision impairments!

Kathleen Appleby, MA
TVI and Owner of
Vision Associates
When a doctor’s report states, “untestable” roll up your sleeves and begin assessing “Vision of Infants and Children with and without Special Needs Including Cortical/Cerebral Visual Impairment (C/CVI).”  Learn about an assessment sequence and administration through demonstrations, assessment tips and handouts.  An overview of current information about C/CVI will be shared for developing intervention strategies based on the areas of damage in the brain.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 (continued)
Room: Royal Palm IV
Help! Roundabouts!
Dianne Ketts, COMS, CLVT
Orientation and Mobility Instructor
Lighthouse Central Florida

This session is designed to provide a basic understanding of the benefits of roundabout design from the engineering perspective, the challenges that roundabouts pose to pedestrians who are sight impaired, O&M methods and strategies for crossing at roundabouts, current roundabout research being conducted, and precedent setting legal decisions related to roundabout pedestrian access.
Room: Royal Palm V
Re-Defining Literacy:  Reading and Writing for Everyone!
Peggy Harter



Instructional Technology Specialist




FDLRS Miccosukee



Jeff Schwartz




Teacher, Visually Impaired




Broward County School District




Mary Propper




Teacher, Visually Impaired




Orange County School District




Jennifer Valderrama




Teacher, Deaf/Hard of Hearing




Volusia County School District




Donna Ross
Resource Teacher
Florida Instructional Materials Center
This workshop will present an overview of strategies to teach literacy for use with students who have vision loss combined with other disabilities that include hearing loss, cognitive and physical challenges.  The philosophy and teaching of Dr. Karen Erickson, University of North Carolina will be the basis of the presentation.  This session will present samples of materials and strategies to include learners with the most significant needs in the world of literacy.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 (continued)
12:00 – 1:30 
Lunch (on your own)

1:30 – 3:00
Concurrent Sessions

Room: Royal Palm I
You Move Me Tango!
Dianne Basha Castro

Co- Founder
            The Shimmy Club, Inc.



Carol Durbin




Co-Founder

                                    The Shimmy Club, Inc.

Participants will be provided an overview of how The Shimmy Club, Inc. developed a specialized Tango program for teens that are blind and visually impaired.  Be prepared to do the Tango! 

Room: Royal Palm II
Creating Effective Tactile Graphics and the IVEO
Tara Callaway
Marketing and Training Representative
ViewPlus Technology

Participants will learn how to use braille translation software direct in Microsoft Office programs to create meaningful tactile graphics.  The graphics can be used to aid in teaching math, science and other graphical concepts using the Tiger Software Suite.  This hands-on workshop will include interline Braille translation, drawing and editing graphics, importing curriculum, and learning how to convey important concepts.  The IVEO Hands-On Learning System will show the benefits of teaching through touch, sound and sight to learn all types of educational subjects.
Room: Royal Palm IV
Eccentric Viewing
Bonnie Smith, OTR/L
Occupational Therapist

Lighthouse Central Florida
Attendees will understand the implications of various scotoma positions as it relates to difficulties in learning Eccentric Viewing and learn interventions that may prove more effective in treating these clients.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 (continued)
1:30 – 3:00
Room: Royal Palm V
Come Play with Me:  Exploring Activities for Children with Sensory Loss!
Emily Taylor-Snell
Project Coordinator

Florida Outreach Project for Children and Young Adults who are      Deaf-Blind
Play is the work of very young children, but it still needs to be fun! Play is their way to explore the world, connect to people and formulate concepts. 
You will have the chance to try at least 3 activities that foster movement, communication and early learning with adaptations for children who experience vision and/or hearing loss and additional disabilities. 
Activity developmental levels will range from 6 months to 3 years. 

3:00 – 3:15 
Break

3:15 - 4:45
Concurrent Sessions

Room: Royal Palm I
Social Security, Ask the Experts!
Frank Torano
Area Work Incentives Coordinator
South Florida Area 
Social Security Administration
Kay Torano

South Florida Area 
Social Security Administration
Participants will receive an update on social security guidelines for persons who are blind or visually impaired.  Guidelines will include the use of impairment related work expenses when an individual returns to work.  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 (continued)
3:15 - 4:45
Room: Royal Palm II
Stepping Into the Real World One Step at a Time!
Joe Strechay
Program Consultant

Division of Blind Services

Students need to be prepared to make it in the real world and this means career skills, job training, experience and where to find support and advice.  This presentation will give tips and example activities to better prepare our students to make those first few leaps into the working world.  The skills needed to survive and thrive will be discussed how to provide them.  Real world preparation for our future “Real Worlders.”
Room: Royal Palm IV
Echolocation and the Perceptual System
Daniel Kish
Orientation and Mobility Instructor

World Access for the Blind
Participants will learn about echolocation from Daniel Kish who has traveled the world teaching it to blind students.  From skate boarding to mountain bike riding, Daniel has used echolocation to make the world more accessible to his students.
Room: Royal Palm V
Communication Skills for Deaf-Blind:  The Intricacies of Deaf-Blindness!
Michelle Wahlmeier
Technical Assistance Specialist

Florida Outreach Project for Children and Young Adults who are Deaf-Blind
The attendees will learn about deaf-blindness and how it is more than just a combination of a hearing and vision loss.  They will learn the intricacies of Ushers Syndrome and the complexities that need to be considered when working with a deaf-blind student.  They will learn communication strategies, including using an interpreter and/or an SSP, survival signs, tactile signing, and print-on-palm, and object symbols.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 (continued)
5:00 – 7:30
President’s Reception with Vendors          Room: Royal Palm                                                                                                          



                                                                         Ballroom

Come join the President and Board Members at an evening reception. This is a great opportunity to meet with the vendors and your colleagues, while enjoying appetizers. A cash bar will be available. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2008
9:00 – 10:30
General Session 

Room: Princess Palm Junior Ballroom

Announcements, Introduction of Keynote Speaker





Jennifer Hadsell, President
Florida Association for Education and Rehabilitation of 
the Blind and Visually Impaired


Keynote Presentation



“Traveling by Echolocation!”
Daniel Kish
World Access for the Blind
10:30 – 10:45 Break
11:00 – 11:30 Business Meeting:
                Room:  Princess Palm   

                    Junior Ballroom                                 


* President’s Remarks



* Treasurer’s Report



* Report of the Nominations Committee



* Report of the Scholarship Committee



* Report of the Membership Committee



* Other Business

11:30 – 11:45 Break

11:45 – 1:30 Awards Luncheon


Room: Royal Palm Ballroom
1:30 

Adjourn
A special thank you to all of those who provided support for this year’s conference.  Special thanks to each presenter for lending your time and expertise for the betterment of the field.

Please remember to fill out the speaker evaluations before you leave.  Your CE certificate will be mailed to you.

Conference Chair,

Sheryl Brown

FAER 2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jennifer Hadsell, President

Sheryl Brown, President-Elect

Laura Brown, Past-President

Gene Newcomb, Treasurer

Linda Stasik, Secretary

Karen Kane, Scholarship Chair

Joyce Hildreth, Membership Chair

Wayne Jennings, Legislative Chair

Mark Lear

Amy Johnson

Janet Amatuzzi

Theresa Bradley

2008 Conference Committee

Sheryl Brown, Emily Taylor-Snell 

Chelsea Bridges, Judy Brannon, Carol Goodson, 

Laura Brown and Sylvia Perez, 
Janet Amatuzzi-Exhibits 

Gene Newcomb-Door Prizes

Sue Glaser-Hotel Training and O&M Coordinator

Rebecca Leng, Patrick Soja, Irene Brown, 
Daryle Glaser, Robert Munoz and Donna Blumel-O&M Guides 

